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H croyait fermement que tout travail de Tesprit quelle 

que soit son 6tendue est avant tout une oeuvre d*art, et 

que la pens6e n*a de puissance et de valeur que par la 

forme. 

De Tocqueville. 

Truth is thought which has assumed its appropriate 
garment, either of words or actions. 

Longfellow. 



PREFACE. 



Long have these scattered thoughts been kept 
in manuscript, and if they are now sent out to 
find an echo in other hearts, for " as in water 
face answereth to face, so the heart of man to 
man," it is with the hope that they may be, 
with God's blessing, a word in season. 

The words of a valued friend may prove 
at once the best Preface, Introduction, and 
Apology for this little volume. "I am deep 
in your thoughts: why not let the world have 
the benefit of them?" 



i;!|^0ti0|^te ^jXQQtnUh mh ^mnttb. 



" Thy judgments are a great deep." Striking 
simile ! I look with awe and admiration at the 
ocean, but if I would search into and examine 
its depths, how soon should I be swallowed up 
and overwhelmed, for I should be ouf of my 
depth. So I conceive should be my looking 
at His judgments, fathomless and unsearchable 
as they are. I may behold the surface, and of 
that but a small part, for none can take in the 
ocean at a glance. I may gaze into this mys- 
tery, but seeing how profound it is, I must 
exclaim with the Psalmist, " Thy judgments are 
a great deep ;" or with the Apostle, " How un- 
searchable are His judgments, and His ways 
past finding out." 



2 Thoughts Suggested and Arrested, 

Prize above rubies thy Christian friends : very 
precious while living, death adds them to the 
cloud of witnesses, seals their life's records with 
its own deeply graven stamp, and makes them 
priceless. 



Renew is the voice of nature, the experience 
pf life. What would the life be without constant 
renewal of its energies? What the home with- 
out daily refreshing and^ brightening, removing 
the dust of yesterday, and restoring freshness ? 
If such ne6d of renewal in everything with 
which one comes in contact, what pressing need 
to seek renewal of the heart, as Herbert says : 

" Lord mend, or rather make us : 
One creation will never serve our turn,*. 



To ke^ the mind healthy, there must be a 
putting forth of its powers ; as necessary as 
exercise to ^t bodily functions. 
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It is worthy of remark that the lives of great 
men who have accomplished mighty^ works, pre^ 
sent almost invaribly, at one phase, a state of 
dejection about the object they have in view. 
Was there ever a great work accomplished with- 
out heart-sinkings, at one time or other ? Nay, 
in our own daily attempts at trifling handiworks 
how often are we brought to experiefice the 
same truth in a minor d^ee. Marvel not then 
that the work of salviiiion should be with '*fcAr 
and trembling." 



The largest measure of content is often in the 
scantiest jtossession of the things of this life. 



The pale primrose flowered earliest that grew 
by the little stream sheltered by the bank, and 
reminded me that it was keeping close to the 
Fountain of living waters that could make the 
Christian bring fortlv b\o&^otcc& Sxi ^^i^ ^^a?^^- 
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It was this little flower, so well situated, that 
ventured to unfold in an unsettled weather. 



Why should even scientific truth offend men, 
but that their pride and prejudice, their pre- 
conceived and too adhesive opinions, prevent 
them from judging rightly? Every improvement 
meets with opposition, because it transcends the 
measure of common knowledge. Even the rail- 
way encountered bitter enmity, though, once 
established, its most active foes availed them- 
selves of it, being convinced by experience of 
its use. Would that men would apply this test 
—experience — to the Word and promises of 
God. 

A Father's House always appears to me such 
a beautiful and forcible description of heaven. 
It is there that each has his own special place, 
while all its comforts, all its adornments are 
enjoyed by the children at home. But to ap- 
/jreciate fully the meaning of these words, one 
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must have been absent, and returning after a 
journey, experience the refreshment and the 
ease of a father's house : there is the niche to 
be filled up, there is a sense of appropriation, 
and belonging and fitness to one's own self: 
though many others may be equally sharing the 
children's rights, " there is bread enough and to 
spare." 

" Without a tie." If this is liberty, it is a 
"want-begotten" freedom. 



How evil and bitter is the outletting of sin; 
how stained it leaves the place of its exit. The 
word hastily or unkindly spoken, how does it 
leave a taste of evil in the mouth of the speaker, 
and disgust him ? 

That proverb, "A lie has no legs," is not 
merely a witty saying, but contains in its pithy 
sentence the means and rule for detecting the. 
truth or fallacy of a ^latewi^xiX.* "^t^ '^^ \s>:^i«-'^ 
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it stand, or to go upon it; and in its uneven 
and izkcolferent nature, it refutes itself. 

I HAVE always felt that those were not in the 
worst case, or deserving of so much pity, who 
had lost a good thing, as those who had never 
had it to lose. The contrary is generally affirmed : 
and in matters of wealth or worldly possessions 
it may be so ; but in heart possessions y in human 
treasures, I hold my theory. Life is short, and if 
during any portion of it you have been favoured 
with a great gift, you have had a gain that bal- 
ances your loss, and your very sense of destitution 
now proves how rich you were. 

Tell the depressed Christian, that if he have 
not present joy it is laid up in heaven. 

" Not my will ! " People often speak of making 
God's will our will ; yet this saying came home 
to me in sorrow y^//. " Not my will ! " This is 
our example that we should waW m H\^ ^It.^^. 
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Mutual love is surely the greatest source of 
happiness. - 



Death is unknown, and opposite to all we 
know in life. He that liveth and was dead has 
tasted it ; yes, so has He drunk the dregs of the 
cup, that " if a man keep His saying he shall 
never taste of death." He has left but the 
draught, without its bitter ingredient : the sha- 
dow, without the substance : the enemy, without 
his power. " O death, where is thy sting ! " 



Wonderful mystery that God was manifest in 
the flesh, and suffered death. And yet, in 
reverence be it spoken, does it not seem needful 
for dying sinners to have a God who has met 
with death and sin, and conquered them, leading 
captivity captive ? 



In the near vision of death that thought cass&s:. 
foTcMy, "And Thou d\d%t die ^qx \sxa^^ "^^ 
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of God ! " One seems then to feel the need of 
a Saviour who has died; to feel it as one cannot 
feel it in the midst of life. A living friend is 
precious, but a friend that has lived and died for 
us, and is alive, oh, how inestimably precious ! 



Of some of the excellent of the earth it might 
be fitly said, "Take away their religion, and 
they well-nigh lose their identity;" the distin- 
guishing mark, the spring of action is gone: 
and what remains? Surely such are epistles 
of Christ, witnesses for Him, and whose life is 
hid with Christ in God. 



What pillars of the truth good men are ; their 
very presence is confirmatory and invigorating. 
This is surely not too high a view, for are they 
not stones, and lively stones, built up ? 



The Israelites in their wanderings had manna, 
'^/A^f:r^ ze^as fuf satisfying food in the wilder m^s ; 



Thoughts Suggested and Arrested, 9 

and the Christian must remember that he may 
not find the staff of his life from hence : it is 
only the bread that came down from heaven 
that can nourish him for his journey through 
the wilderness. 



If men reject all outward forms and regulations, 
and would spiritualize everything, they should 
be reminded that pins, and boards, and cover- 
ings are required for the tabernacle yet in the 
wilderness. 



That is a beautiful idea of Keble*s, that the 
charm of those words, " O Father, not my will, 
but Thine be done," mellows earth's ruder noise 
of griefs and joys, that it softens the very trial. 



"They laid to my charge things that I knew 
not." Truly spake the Prophet thus in the 
spirit of Jesus ; and well did the Martyr pray, 
" Lord, lay not this sin lo their c)csax%^' 



%% 
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Oh, how effectually does God work when, in 
perfect distrust of sdf, and in acknowledged 
helplessness, the soul and spirit are cast upon 
Him. 



People often talk of a diamond in the rough ; 
but there is nothing like humility for a setting to 
any brilliant virtue. 



How vain to speak of killing time. Man might 
as well talk of annihilating space because he 
should sit still, or of destroying the air because 
he should hold his breath. Time is doing its 
work, depend upon it, surely, silently, and fully. 
No staying of its mighty pulse, no rest in its 
continuous flow; a current it is for good or for 
evil, and if it bear not precious things along 
with its ever-shifting waves, its billows will heave 
up against the mass that moves not with it, 
casting up mire and dirt, and encrusting it with 
a hard and fruitless casing, an agglomeration of 
^J the foul diiDgs that toss in its troubled waters. 
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Time and temper are not so distinct as one 
may imagine. Temper lost invariably loses 
time ; and time wasted or lost, induces loss of 
temper. 

They who do something in the world are 
frequently far more censured, and are more 
open to censure, than they who do nothing. 
The former attract observation and tempt to 
criticism ; the latter have no points to be laid 
hold of, or to be assailed. 



Our eyes are finite : it is then impossible to 
behold the Infinite : that could not be Infinite 
which we could fully comprehend. 



No one would attempt to climb a steep moun- 
tain on stilts. A self-exalted pilgrim, essaying 
an ascent to the everlasting mountains, is as 
liable to fall as one who should make so vain 
an effort 
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We lift many weights, and feel our strength ; in 
the endeavour to lift a heavier load we put forth 
double strength, but the strain betokens a limit, 

and we feel our weakness. It may be thus in 

* 

trial. Perhaps we have less faith in times when 
we may imagine ourselves strong in faith, having 
a sense of God*s love and tasting His goodness, 
than we have in the dark and cloudy day, when 
we feel as if we had almost none. It may be 
that then faith is in exercise, and the straining 
discovers a limit. 

When thou canst say of any outward or inward 
infirmity. It is a part of my trial, that is, my 
discipline, art thou not helped to bear it ? 



It is better to see the cross, and take it up. 



The Christian's death has often been called 
"going home," but it seems specially a going 
home from school 
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Beware of an idle state of soul, which contents 
itself with the weary wish to be in heaven, 
instead of the diligent hastening on the way 
thither. 



When self-love is troubled and wounded, it is 
curious to observe how one and another of the 
mental powers are roused to bestir themselves. 
Memory ransacks her stores for a salve ; reason 
debates how the sting may be extracted ; thought 
ponders over the case, and like a bad physician 
irritates instead of healing ; judgment tries to 
secure a favourable verdict ; and then the mind 
tries and touches the wound, to feel if it is 
smoothed over: all these nostrums generally 
fail. These seeming healers are but themselves 
suffering members of the same body, which 
being assailed in a tender part vibrates through- 
out, and calls up all its powers to resist the 
stroke. Better, far better, let the wound alone. 
There was a tender point, perhaps a sore, or it 
would not have been so ^asivV^ ^cart^^\ \^^.'^ 

c 
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smart, a wholesome smart it may be; but do 
not call a consultation of these dangerous 
practitioners. 



There is an idle mood, when the mind employs 
itself only in wishing for some different phase 
of outward circumstances, or suffers a listless 
expectancy of some chance arising to rouse it 
into action, instead of making the deliberate 
present effort, so necessary to a healthy con- 
dition. 



Beware of an imperious habit : it grows easily, 
and is of a foul as well as a rapid growth. 



There are some persons whose simple presence 
is as exhilarating as a draught of cold water to 
a thirsty soul. 

Love is the only true cement 
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God and sin cannot dwell together. God is 
a consuming fire; the man of sin must be 
destroyed with the brightness of His coming. 
"Let Me alone^^ that I may consume them. 
The God of infinite purity and the filthy sinner 
cannot be confronted : the sinner cannot see His 
face and live ; but, oh, amazing wonder ! the in- 
iquity is Uid tlpon the Son of God, "without spot." 
God is well pleased in Him, the beloved Son : 
and we love Him because He first loved us. 



What a meeting-place between God and the 
sinner, the Man Christ Jesus ! The brightness 
of His Father's glory — sin for us — ^the Lord's 
Anointed — the Friend of sinners — the Lord of 
Life, who died for us — the King of Glory, who 
made Himself of no reputation — ^the Prince of 
Peace ! and " the chastisement of our peace was 
upon Him." 

Does not God teach us more and more, that 
everything is His free gift ; the richest spiritual 
blessing, and the first dawmxi^ oi\v^ ^^"^Sce^ 
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In time of trouble one resembles, methinks, the 
mariner in a storm at sea, with hands clinging 
to the side of the tossed vessel, as it is driven 
through a rough and tempestuous strait: if it 
but rides the storm, it will do well : the haven 
is not far off, and the tried one may remember, 

** Amid the howling wintry sea 
We are in pori^ if we have Thee. " 



Theory and practice must often be necessarily 
at variance in this state of things. Beautiful 
theories can seldom be carried out without some 
alloy; and in devising plans there is nothing 
more preventive of decision and success, than 
the continual reverting to rules of action which 
have been plainly overruled in the point in 
dispute, by the peculiar and accidental circum- 
stances of the case. 



Everything used to express the actions and 
feelings of the heart and soul, is, as it were, a 
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parable. So little does the bodily organ of 
speech, notwithstanding its wonderful capacity, 
trench upon the spiritual world. 



It is the mark of a high mind, when it assimi- 
lates itself to all that is beautiful and noble, and 
makes these extraneous things, as it were, a 
reflection of itself, by the way in which it enters 
into them. 

People often affect to despise pleasures which 
they have never tasted, and express surprise at 
the happiness of others when it is derived from 
sources which they have not proved. 



When a great boon is taken away and one 
sees more fully how invaluable was the blessing, 
it seems to make one more thankful for the 
past possession than one was wont to be in the 
actual. 



1 8 Thoughts Suggested and Arrested, 

CoMMUKioN with one's kind appears to me 
indispensable to a wholesome state of mind. I 
mean by communion, the interchange of words 
and S)rmpathies. Even intercourse with the 
children of a village is refreshing to a mind that 
is weary. 

In that picture of the Jungfrau everything is 
tinged by the reflection from the glorious moun- 
tain. The water, the trees, and the ruin receive 
its impress. So is it with one paramount idea 
in the mind, which casts its own peculiar shade 
on all the various objects grouped there. 



The sense of fitness is one of pleasure. There 
is a positive feeling of pleasure in fitting words 
to thoughts, to express, as perfectly as may be, 
the conceived idea. 



Love is a great purifier of the mental vision. 
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Sunday has a peculiar atmosphere of its own : 
it is a parenthesis in the story of daily life. One 
has felt again and again, at its close, that Sunday 
is a good thing : it is a starting-point for the 
week, and many an incentive for the work-days 
to come is gathered from the Sabbath store. 



Remember in trial that presses heavily, ^ It is 
not more than * much tribulation.' " 



How much of life seems to be passed in waiting : 
hedged round by conventionalities and customs, 
and conscious of powers of being and action 
which appear unused. 



What a wonderful power is sympathy! it is 
that which often opens the understanding and 
enlarges the heart, as well as increases the 
mental and active forces. 
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Children need support : appni, as Madame 
Necker de Saussure terms it. This word is very 
suggestive. I have observed how satisfied a 
child is at its own play by the mere presence of 
an older person, a nurse or mother ; yet efforts 
to amuse often fail, and especially if attempted 
by any one thus seeking to gain its confidence. 
There is the lack of the appii which it especially 
needs ; and more than that, there is an increase 
of its own vacillations, and natural restlessness 
by sympathy with them. 



How much one misses converse with others 
when shut out from it. Nothing is more refresh- 
ing than the interchange of thought ; and any 
intercourse that promotes this, instead of mere 
words, is especially desirable. 



The student of Scripture, the believing Chris- 
tian student, should be' himself like a marked 
BMe, — bringing out in conspicuous lines in his 
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daily life the truths he has received: a living 
epistle, known and read of all men. 



There seems to me a striking analogy between 
spiritual and bodily remedies and their results. 
How often the patient is mistaken in his feel- 
ings ai\d judgment as to the effects — the intended 
effects — of that which a wise physician has pre- 
scribed; nay, perhaps he recounts them as a 
proof of the aggravation of the disease, when 
they are really working for good, and carrying 
out the very intentions of the administrator. 
When spiritual remedies are applied is it not 
often thus ? When God chastens it is to 
heal : but the method of healing is not always 
apparent. How often we speak of pride, or 
some other offence to the Lord, being deep- 
seated in the heart. Is it any wonder then that 
when the needed discipline comes to discover 
and draw out this secret thing, the remedy 
seems at first sight to aggravate the evil. It 
was there, but hidden ; felt, ^.Tid q^t^x^'sjsc^^jc^ 
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felt, perhaps, but not separated and cast out: 
and the separating may be painful. 



Patience and waiting seem the teaching of 
the Bible, as to our mental condition. In the 
Old Testament: "Wait on the Lord: blessed 
are all they that wait for Him." In the New 
Testament : " Ye have need of patience ; " " Be 
patient ; " " In patience possess ye your souls ; " 
" Then do we with patience wait for it." Frui- 
tion is future. The seed springs and grows, we 
know not how : the Husbandman has long 
patience for it; at last comes the full com in 
the ear. 



It is a rule in painting, that there must be one 
chief point of interest in the picture : not a 
strife between two. One foyer de lumikre, as the 
French have it ; and not a lutte. So must there 
be harmony in the reflected picture of life on 
the soul One chief good, one centre of light, 



Thoughts Suggested and Arrested, 23 

and then the other possessions of the heart 
may be held cahnly and harmoniously. 



The light that sets round the dying Christian is 
indeed a lingering halo. The light that ha^ 
shone about our path seems to orb at length 
into a distant star. A Christian life is a key to 
many questions ; and a falling asleep in Jesus is 
a seal of faith. 

Do you know what it is to come upon a fossil 
print of thought in your own mind ? if I may 
use such a metaphor: to find an impression 
only, of which the type has passed away beyond 
recall, but which is sufficiently marked to give 
some inkling of what the living reality was. It 
is as if the feeling that accompanied the idea 
was re-awakened without the idea: as if the 
accident was brought to light without the sub- 
stance. 

Echoes of past distant sorrow are often rever- 
berating from a hollow woiVd, 
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Which is the true mark of a really great mind : 
to see things clearly to itself, to know no 
mystery; or constantly to be touching upon 
some unknown depth in its enquiries after 
truth ? I opine the latter : perhaps a union of 
the two : a simplicity of knowledge, confident 
as the child's, yet with it the wonder of the 
child at the Unknown. 



What a marvellous difference there is between 
sowing and reaping. The sower goes forth 
alone, bearing a basket of small seeds, which 
he scatters over a desolate-looking field. Then 
consider the harvest : that man would be power- 
less to gather it in alone. Men, waggons, horses, 
women and children, are all employed in the glad 
work of reaping, or gleaning the fragments that 
remain, of that golden and fruitful harvest field. 
What an encouragement is this comparison to 
the lonely sower, sowing perhaps in dishonour, 
in some wide field, — yes, in the field of the 
world; and apt to forget that he is scattering a 
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seed whose great and glorious harvest will 
be wholly unlike the sowing-time : exceedingly 
abundant above all that we can think. 



Love and grief are very mighty streams. How 
often do they seem to run to waste. 

Simplicity of heart is a grand thing, and the 
contemplation of it in others a real refreshment. 



There is nothing like social intercourse for 
rubbing off the crusted excrescenses of one's 
own mind, — that sort of mental gum that settles 
on the outer coating, after exuding from the 
stores within, and too often hardens there. 



(( 



It is a grand thing to be a Christian," wrote 
one, quoting the words of a friend. Keep this 
in mind. Men sometimes write as if the shame 
had to be borne, instead oi \votio\x\. ^^^ \ia2Kss& 

D 
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in their forehead is the description of heaven's 
glory ; and if so, it should be the Christian's 
glory here to have that name written on his life. 



Love is a great helper of knowledge. It bright- 
ens the mind, clears the intellect, rouses the 
whole being, and thus fits it for the attainment 
of knowledge. If it is so with love in general, it 
is specially observable when, from sympathy to 
another, any special branch of learning attracts 
the mind; love then creates an appetite for 
that particular knowledge, and increases, one 
may say, the power of acquisition. 



Love is a mighty engine; and love to the 
dead a very living principle. It wraps its 
own mantle round all things that were ever 
connected with its object. The group around 
shares the precious ointment, which, poured 
first on the head of the Beloved, descends to 
the lowest skirts. 
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It is a difficult matter to bring a subject before 
others in the same light in which it appears to 
ourselves, especially when our eye has become 
accustomed to its several bearings. The differ- 
ence between the two visions is not unlike the 
difference between the spectator of a panorama 
who has long been sitting in a darkened room, 
and whose eye easily takes in every new phe- 
nomenon, and the stranger whose stumbling 
entrance marks how obscurely he sees what is 
before him. Thus in a case needing counsel, 
it may be startling to introduce even a wise 
man abrubtly to a developed view, which has 
grown familiar to our mind by frequent medita- 
tion on it 

Prejudice, judging before-hand, is a desperate 
obstacle to truth : />., to the apprehension of it. 

"The other day" (writes ) " I was called an 

hour earlier than usnal. I looked at the clock : 
the servant who called me looked at it ; in both 
cases without the lekst result as to the dis- 
covery of the truth. We ex.^ecV"^'^ \Rk SssA'^^a^ 
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a certain hour; and, in spite of the fact, we 
made it out to be so : and this without wilful 
ignorance, but with an honest desire to find 
the truth. 

It is one of the privileged exemptions of chil- 
dren to see things far more complete than they 
really are. 

It has seemed to me that the Christian's death 
is like the arrival of the pilgrim at the gates of 
the palace : when he needs no more the tent or 
tabernacle of the wilderness, worn as it is, and 
almost worn out with the frequent joumeyings, 
foldings and unfoldings, it is at last laid aside, 
folded up, and put away. There were bright 
parts in it, there were precious memories con- 
nected with it ; but it is not wanted now : the 
free spirit has come where flesh and blood 
cannot enter ; and the inheritor of the kingdom 
of God, when he has reached the door of the 
palace of the great King, the many-mansioned 
house, leaves behind all the earthly house of 



Thoughts Suggested and Arrested, 29 

this tabernacle in which he has often groaned, 
being burdened ; and they who yet remain his 
fellow travellers, lay it gently whence it came : 
for as we have born the image of the earthly, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 



One sees one blessed result of trial when the 
light shines : the words of Christ are verified. 
" No man when he hath lighted a candle," etc. 
He has lighted, and now in the darkness around 
all that come in see the light. 



If, as physicians tell us, and as experience 
proves, disease, or at least discomfort, may be 
brought on by concentrating the attention on 
any given part of the human frame, is it not 
equally true that by a morbid dwelling on any 
constitutional infirmity, or even habit of mind, 
the sense of it, or even its power, may be 
considerably increased? Thus there is a diffi- 
culty in the correction, wYv\c\v xi^c^^^^x^ SxsxsJ^^'^ 
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attention to the fault, as it is set before the 
mind more distinctly, and its power felt more 
forcibly than before. 



If there are low tides in the heart's experience, 
so are there high tides, when indeed the marks 
that have long been left high and dry are all 
touched again : overflowing tides, when the 
whole being seems moved and raised, when 
past and present are vivid, and touches of 
deep and tender feeling overspread the whole. 



What makes a cup to overflow? the last few 
drops that are put into it. No marvel then 
that they only can have that cup that runneth 
over, who are first filled with the fulness of 
God. Thus filled with His love and mercy, 
the least added blessing makes the cup run 
over; but no store of riches, honour, or plea- 
sures can quite fill that large vessel, a man's 
soul. 
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As I listened to-day to spiritual truth, I could 
not help turning in thought to one saintly spirit. 
I thought, I can read it all in her light ; and that 
thought seemed to me to throw fresh force into 
those words, " Ye are the light of the world." 
That close walk made " a purer light to mark 
the road that leads me to the Lamb." 



How searching and curious is the touch of 
sorrow, however irrelevant the cause. Even a 
nation's grief is sure to wake up tender chords, 
the deep-toned strings of the individual heart. 



How true : "blessed be ye poor," in true blessed- 
ness. When one visits the poor, rich in faith, 
and sees the simplicity of their trust, and the 
rejoicing in the treasure they have found, one 
remembers these words of the Lord Jesus, and 
one feels a great reality about the substance 
which they possess : the evidence of things 
not seen. 
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Some minds run in cuttings, narrow and exclu- 
sive; broad views are shut out, and they are 
not to be diverted from their self-made channels. 



Friendship is a great boon : every incident or 
intercourse marked with this stamp is a current 
coin of sterling value : there is an exchange, 
an advantageous dealing, which enriches both 
sides. 

The " fight of faith " is indeed a comprehensive 
expression; the struggle being in holding fast 
the Word of life, in grasping the Gospel, laying 
hold on eternal life. 



A DEFINITION of sects : — " Shapes, into whose 
angles the cramps of individuals have settled." 
There is some truth in it. 



A Reformer seems necessary, every now and 
/^^ to break up the incrusted rubbish, and 
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to destroy and sweep away all but the very 
essence of things ; the superstructure falls, but 
the foundation remains. 



How differently does the same ^person appear 
to different people. It is not that we change, 
but we are complex : we have affinities which 
only some can reach : properties soluble to 
one and not to another. Even natural objects 
appear very different from different points of 
view, with various lights thrown on them. Just 
so the rays from one friend fall on one side of 
the character, and draw it out ; and the influ- 
ence from another strikes upon quite an opposite 
characteristic, and leaves the other points in 
shadow. Friends are like the hands that sweep 
the chords : and the tones which they get out of 
the same instrument are quite distinct. 



To make a statue of a thought, an impersonation 
of an idea, is a great desideialMo^s ot Ta^SssRs. "^ 



^iC^ 
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to handle a subject that when completed it 
should stand out with all its parts blended 
together as a whole. Words should thus em- 
body what they mean. 



TiiEi chains of Providence are often intricate 
in their windings ; and yet, like some precious 
golden chain made by the hand of a cunning 
artificer, we cannot remove one link without 
breaking the whole. 

Is there not something satisfactory to the Chris- 
tian in seeing plainly a hand that has had the 
disposing when there were many counsels ? 

What a comfort to know that " salvation is of 
God." Very simple, but very true. Jonah felt it 
when he was thrown helpless from the whale : 
a renegade, yet delivered. The sign of the 
Prophet Jonas proclaims it too : three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth, 
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yet raised by the power of God, that Jesus 
and the resurrection might be preached, for 
sinners, renegades. 



«/\/s^«^\/v^/^^ ^^^ 



The large scaffolding one sees erected round 
that great building is not there perhaps for 
any purpose commensurate with its size. It is 
erected, it may be, solely to give some finishing 
touches, some little chiselling or gilding, scarcely 
apparent to the observer, who only marks the 
rude piles that will be taken down when the 
whole use for which they were put up is accom- 
plished. Yes, and I have often thought, and the 
reflection has been mingled with sadness, that 
many a durable looking scaffolding of events 
and circumstances may be for a time allowed 
to work out some purpose of unseen but not 
unfelt importance, and then may be swept away. 
That high and delicate part of the structure 
could not otherwise have been reached \ but we 
did not think that all that preparation and out- 
lay were thus used for a season, to da %, 's^^^^ 
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work in refining and amending, and thus to fiilfil 
a certain purpose, which being accomplished, the 
end might remain. 



Trials imply a greater stress than the ordinary 
weight; it is so in gunnery: and the trial of 
faith is as truly a stress, so to speak, on that 
faith. 

" Teach me." What daily need of this prayei; ! 
" Allow yourself to be educated by God," is a 
striking saying of a German, illustrative as it is 
of this prayer. 

It is sweet to weep with those who weep : tears 
unite with a stronger chord than mirth anJ 
laughter. 

As one grows older, it seems that one ascends 
from particulars to generals, that the lesser be- 
comes merged in the greater : scruples diminish- 
ing, and a larger sense of goodness and right 
increasing. 
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"I OFTEN feel now (writes an orphan) that I 
knew little of the full abounding of a father's 
heart and house. Even though I made my 
boast of a father's house, I did but measure 
too much by my own standard, and not enough 
by the far larger one of his great love and 
power. Many a thing that I thought great, and 
perhaps difficult to attain, was only so in my 
estimation, and would have been small indeed, 
weighed in his balances. So I sometimes think 
it may be in our thoughts of a heavenly Father's 
house above : and how infinite the interval 
here! "His thoughts are not our thoughts." 



How beautiful it is to see true feeling. Yes, 
love sheds a radiance over sorrow, gilds dark 
scenes, and shines brightest in the night 



A CONDITION of life is anxiety at times about 
it : just so it is with spiritual life. 

IE. 
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Nature has laws — ^laws determined and severe ; 
yet are they so hidden, that it is only after dili- 
gent search that we ascertain the fixed rules by 
which some well-known phenomenon takes place. 
I have thought that we should follow this course 
in things moral and spiritual. It strikes me as 
inconsistent with it to frame rigid orders, chiefly 
observable by their dress and outward bearing ; 
instead of men so acting that we should be 
obliged to own they were guided by some sure 
and lifegiving (I had almost said, and perhaps 
truly) law. May not the priest's advice with 
r^^ect to a sermon with marked-heads, be 
appled here: ^^ cachans le squelette^^l 



\ 



That order of things is far to be preferred 
which grows out of a hidden principle, by 
degrees, whether gradual or sudden, than an 
order set up, out of which life is expected to 
flow. Is it not an error to found rigid societies, 
or brotherhoods, or institutions ready-made^ if 
one may use such a term ? 
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It is the course of nature to develope life from 
within, not to make a frame for it first. 



It is more difficult to be a Christian in every- 
day-life and in every-day-appearance, than to 
adopt a special calling or a special habit 

How different it is to watch a skilled workman, 
and see his work smoothly done, and to attempt 
to imitate him, even with his own tools. That 
which looked so easy and went on so fluently, 
is now all disarranged and unsteady in our 
unskilled hand. Knowledge is power ; and to 
know is derived from the same root as con- 
science. The ability to perform comes from the 
fact of acquaintance with the necessary manner 
of performing. Nothing is known till it is assi- 
milated or made part of ourselves. We must be 
conscious of it. 

Knowledge of a person may bring us such a store 
of happiness, that it is to us like an a.ddftd\3^^. 
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'* This is life eternal : that they might know 
Thee, the only trae God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom Thou hast sent" These are marvellous 
words, and always seem to express the. highest 
knowledge. If earthly knowledge is power, this 
Divine knowledge is life itself: it is getting to 
know the Fountain of life ; and that I may 
know Him, is the sum and substance of Chris- 
tian life — ^life eternal. 



^ 



"Princes and the deep," said the Abyssinian 
Monarch," " can bear all things." It is a 
striking thought, how much the deep can ab- 
sorb and hide which is an affront to it ; and 
this African monarch thought, with the wise 
man, that the heart of kings is unsearchable. 
It is perhaps a suggestive thought for great 
minds, that the little things, the dust and dirt 
even that are thrown into it by passing trifles, 
should leave it as fair, as placid as that calm 
mirror of ocean, hiding and containing so much 
is foul 
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One may pursue any simile from nature into 
its more intricate folds, and it will generally 
bear this searching when used to iUustrate a 
real truth. 



Everything learned is a real gain, and one 
never knows how it may tell on one's future 
opportunities. 

Is one to learn that patient continuance in 
well-doing is more to be sought than feelings 
of love and of emotion, yet not by any means 
to underrate these last. 



The little kindnesses of children are very plea* 
sant: there is the thought, and the wish to 
honour, and the pleasure to themselves of 
bestowing on one above them, that gives a 
raciness to their gifts which may be wanting 
in more valuable ones. 
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Those griefs which are shadowy are most 
difficult to reach and overcome. It is of no 
use wrestling with a ghost, or bringing to bear 
all our weapons of defence upon a vapoun 
The shadow of a truth is thus not so easily 
withstood as the reality of error. 



I AM persuaded that almsgiving is a very impor- 
tant point of Christian duty : one which cannot 
safely be dealt lightly with. It always strikes 
me as a very remarkable and unexpected turn 
in Luke xi., — "Give alms, and all things are 
clean," etc. 

Where there is true grace in the heart, how 
surely does it militate against any worldliness 
around : the leaven permeates, however gentle 
and unassuming is its influence. 



Just as a flash of light or gleam of sunshine 
blends together different parts of a landscape, 
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so a bright thought gives a unity to things, and 
makes us acquainted with truth that is spread 
over large intervals of time and space, yet 
bound together by that ray. 



Interchange of mind and thought, or the lighter 
interchange of word and action, is the truest 
recreation, the best burnish. 



Sympathy in one's pursuits, or with one's endea- 
vours, is a real cordial, a renovating essence. 

It is well worthy of remark and curious to ob- 
serve how the same subject can be differently 
handled, and how the speaker casts the peculiar 
shade of his own mind on the matter. Yes ! 
and sometimes it is indeed a shade, or rather 
shadow, dimming the natural light upon it. 
Again, it may be only a hue which glows in its 
intrinsic colouring on each point in question, 
and casts a tone of unity otv X\v^ ^^Vc^^. 



44 ITiaughts Suggated and Arrested, 

What is that peculiar and sensiUe operation of 
the mind which grasps at once the idea of a 
character, instinctively clothing it, as it were, 
in a garb of its own? Is it prejudice, or a 
true instinct? It is a feeling in one's inner 
sel^ which cannot be reasoned upon exactly, 
or analyzed ; yet it has the force of truth, and 
appears almost indisputable. 



Hearty discourse is a rare pleasure, and plea- 
santly forces open many a rusty valve. 

Money is a medium ; make it not an end : it 
is but a means. It is a currency^ not to be 
hoarded ; nay, like the air, if unduly pent up 
in one place, it is but for a time, and the dis- 
persion is the greater for its unnatural restraint. 
The spendthrift follows the miser. 



It is often repeated that we brought nothing 
Into the world, neither can we cany anything 
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out ; yet it has struck me almost with the force 
of a new truth, that one generation succeeds 
another, using the very same riches, the same 
means and accidents of life, just for a little 
while. This thought impressed upon the mind 
greatly lessens the hold upon earthly things. 
They are but yours for a time : your turn has 
come to use them ; and you too have your suc- 
cessors. Yet it should also strengthen the wish 
to use with interest the present talents, while 
they are ours : " while we have time." 

Lay up treasure in heaven : seek eternal interest. 
A new light flashed upon my mind as I heard 
this expression, " eternal interest," used by a 
village school-master in his explanation to his 
scholars of being rich towards God, and having 
treasure in heaven. Yes! there is no end to 
the interest of lending unto the Lord. 



If people would be persuaded not to impute 
imaginary motives to their friends, ^. ^^"aX. ^^^ 
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of misunderstanding, not to say misery, might 
be avoided. 

Is this the lesson of prolonged trial, — ^to be shut 
up to heavenly comfort ? to feel that the only 
key that fits the wards is the Word. "After 
that ye have suffered awhile ; " " Glory in tribu- 
lation ; " " Though He were a Son, yet learned 
He obedience by the things which He suffered." 
One is made to feel if this spiritual comfort is 
not real, then there is nothing. Oh, to lean, 
and find it a sure rock ! 



There is an inward sense of learning in the 
midst of suffering, that is, one trusts, of God. 
Who teacheth like Him ? 



How different the early sensations of joy and 
grief and a prolonged sorrow, with its often 
recurring tempests; yet seems there a reality 
about the latter : z,fact of suffering, and a faith 
of consolation in it. 
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CPARATE " the precious from the vile." This 
IS struck me in connection with sin and trial ; 
e trial of faith is " exceeding precious," how- 
ler vile the sin has been that has risen like 
um to the surface in the heat of the furnace, 
that has called for chastening. 



EAViNESS is so evidently a part of trial, the 
sea" and the "cloud" so surely without a 
m path, that we may not wonder when light 
ems taken away ; for we walk " by faith, not 
r sight." 

ivE, then, your burdens (anguish of all sizes, 
1 Herbert has it), — griefs that you cannot 
iravel, stories that you cannot read, — ^to Him 
ho " understandeth our thoughts afar off," and 
ho has bid us " cast our care upon Him." To 
ason and decipher is beyond our power, and 
. attempting to do so we only get confused 
id weary. 
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Time vanishes while we are looking after it : it 
eludes our grasp, its echo answers while we 
fancy we are conversing with it ; it is consumed 
when we are trying to taste it Use it then as 
but a passing medium between us and our chief 
good : air, atmosphere to move in, a breath to 
use and live in. Like our breath, it cannot be 
hoarded : the present moment alone is ours. 



We see through a glass darkly : let us remerhber 
this, and not expect clear vision here. In try- 
ing to see what is enveloped in mist, we increase 
the difficulty : we see, if we may so speak, what 
is not there, — imagining forms, and giving reality 
to appearances of our own creation. 



A FIXED work and settled duties are desired ; 
the trial of unused capabilities is felt. May not 
this be the very state described by " waiting " ? 
No clearly appointed task, but the more difficult 
one of waiting for it. 
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Could one separate body, soul, and spirit, how 
much more clearly could one judge. It is the 
assimilation of one with the other which makes 
a rational being so complex, so difficult to dis- 
sect. Motives and sensations are mingled to- 
gether, and we cannot separate them. 



Experience has taught me this lesson : try to 
use the present, even in its uninviting accidents \ 
do not shrink from it, or rebel because it is 
thus ; make the very most of it, fulfil it : or 
you will have cause, when it is past, to repent 
grievously for the ill use of bygone opportunities ; 
and by opportunities I mean, not only occasions 
of doing good, but also those often recurring and 
apparenly adverse opportunities of overcoming, 
through grace, a sinful temper, or learning to 
exercise charity, or bearing submissively z. felt 
burden. 

Forgiveness is set forth so distinctly in the 
New Testament as a mark oC dv^e\^\fc.^«^>'"5s>a:s. 
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one may almost infer that a Christian must have 
cause and occasion for this grace for the exerci- 
sing of one of the most prominent characteristics 
of the teaching of Christ. Expect, then, injuries 
or aggravating offences, and use them as oppor- 
tunities for good. 

Leave all to God : choose not your own times. 
This trite enforcing of a duty, shines out in 
greater brilliancy with the back-ground of past 
clouds. 

Our narrow hearts can little comprehend God's 
love. One may remark always in Christians of 
mature experience and enlarged heart, that they 
know more what that verse means, "God is 
Love." 

Life is made up of opportunities. 



When my soul is overwhelmed within me, / 
Thou knowest my path. Yes ! there are ♦ 
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when it does appear that the soul, the life, is 
overwhelmed, sunk^ and knows nothing satis- 
factorily ; then is it really at this very time that 
He knows my path I that though I only feel 
overwhelmed in a deep sea, He knows the very 
footsteps, and guides through it. "Why art 
thou cast down, oh, my soul : hope in God." 



What a striking simile might be drawn from 
the words of the disciples and our Lord's 
answer, in Luke xxiv. They almost quoted 
His own prophetic words, often repeated (see 
Mark viii. 31, and ix. 31) in their account of 
the sufferings of Jesus ; and they even added, 
" And this is the third day on which the women 
had heard from angels that He was alive;" 
and yet they saw not the evident fulfilment of 
the word of the Prophets and of the Lord, 
until Jesus opened their understanding. Well 
might He address them, " O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe. Ought not Christ to have 
suffered these things, ar^d to ^tv\sx xs^^ '^Si>s» 
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glory?" Is it not thus with the "sad" heart, 
reasoning and talking of its sorrows, perhaps 
even pouring them out before the Lord, but 
with eyes so holden that it does not see that 
these very tales of sadness are the things of 
which He told. "In the world ye shall have 
tribulation." " Ought ye not to have suffered ? " 
" If so be we suffer with Him, that we may be 
also glorified together." Oh, how often does the 
tried and distracted child of sorrow tell out 
these things as if they were hindrances (" and 
yet we trusted "), when viewed in the light of 
the Word, they might be turned to joy, (i Peter 
iv. 13.) 



^^\/\^y^>^\f\ 



What a happy combination is the joint influence 
of mother and father ; and how necessary that 
the more unbending, — nay, as all moralists say, 
— ^the more selfish nature of the one should be 
mingled with the devotion of the other. It is 
of the highest importance that children should 
fee) their secondary place, and that their pursuits 
3nd interests are to be put asid^ foi more im- 
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portant matters. And this the presence of a 
father seldom fails to accomplish. No amount of 
correction or discipline, in which the child itself 
is the end and the beginning, can compensate 
for this : as Archbishop Whately remarks, the 
very pains taken in controlling him heightens 
his idea of his own importance. 



Children that can hear and listen while they 
do but very imperfectly understand, are choice 
companions to a reserved yet full heart. One 
may have the relief of the outpouring of the 
feelings to a living witness that cannot betray, 
yet can often gently and innocently soothe. 



Sorrow and trial are distinct : one produces the 
other : but how often sorrow springs unbidden 
from the mere remembrance of the trial which 
may have answered its chief end in the proving. 

There is a kind oi axvvxt^ xcc^ssx^nx^^^-^-^^^- 
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meric revival, in going into a thoroughfare of 
life, in passing from comparative solitude to the 
public haunts of men, though it be more as a 
spectator than an actor in the busy scene. 



The wise and careful father takes the child 
alone to punish him with the rod. Does not 
"our Father" take His child alone, and often 
visit him with the rod of a sorrow that no eye 
can see ? A heart-trial is like this unseen chas- 
tening : perhaps others may know that the 
correction is going on, but they see not the 
strokes of the rod, nor know how keenly they 
are felt : the child is then alone with his Father. 



We (who are orphans) stand mid-way between 
the remembered fulness and liberty of a father's 
house, never again to be known on earth, and 
the hoped for freedom and infinite abundance 
of ^^my Father's house," of which the earthly was 
but a faint type. Doubly do we feeV y^^xxv 
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and strangers when a father's house is only a 
memory, and this world has it not for us. 



The raw recruit, learning the first principles of 
his vocation, wears the same uniform as the 
veteran soldier. The king acknowledges all as 
his soldiers; the captain calls all out daily to 
the appointed work. Young, untried disciple, 
take comfort in the thought of belonging to that 
noble army that can never be forsaken of its 
great Captain. 

Surely prayer answered is a most certain and 
palpable proof of the being and character of the 
God with whom we have to do. " He is : and a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him." 

It is well that a time should come to put off 
the garb of mourning, even for the most pre- 
cious. Their blessed memory begins to live 
again : to be more a memory of their life than 
their death. It emeig^^ ixowx ^xc^ ^ksr?^^ ^ 
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darkness or gloom of absence, and brightens 
more into the life of past possession. We had 
them, and are glad for that. We can say, " the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: 
blessed be the name of the Lord." 



There is something in mountains inexpressibly 
calm and majestic : their rugged peaks, all 
furrowed by a thousand winters* storms, look 
up so fearlessly to heaven, and when lesser 
heights are dark they are illimiinated by the 
clear shining of the sun itself. 



One cannot follow the spirit passing away : one 
sees the unclothing : we discern the passage of 
the river, and we have the faith of the calm 
landing, but the mists of our bodily vision hide 
the other side from us. It seems as if we had 
followed into the swelling of Jordan, but when 
the loved spirit passed into the calm ocean, we 
could not trace it further. 
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While the service of the English Church is 
going on, the French Protestants are singing 
praises, after their manner, in a room beneath 

the church in . The sounds of prayer and 

praise ascend together. It strikes me that the 
varied forms that seem such marked distinctions 
to finite creatures, making walls and barriers to 
our narrow vision, are but as the floors and 
divisions of this building, unseen when looked 
on from above. It is but one Churchy whence 
mingled voices ascend together. Not that He 
who seeketh the heart is not cognizant of every 
secret thought, but that barriers that seem insur- 
mountable to creatures who are close to them, 
and cannot see over them, are as nothing to an 
eye that from an elevated point looks down upon 
one harmonious whole. 



The professed desire, and even the real in- 
tention of seeking unity, has this singular effect, 
— ^that it leads in practice to separation. One 
would almost ima^e thaX mwi xDMsJyy^ utvtt*. 
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for unit^ and sought oneness in as narrow a 
sphere as possible, too apt to centre in self or 
the embodiment of self in party opinion. 



Men dwell on one portion of truth, and per- 
ceiving that one, carried out (as they think) 
in the principles of a particular sect, they will 
forsake all for that: and is not such conduct 
pre-eminently one-sided ? 



I CANNOT sufficiently set forth the growing value 
of a friendship with one who has lived and died 
in the Lord : it is laid up in heaven, and the 
glorious storehouse enhances the price we set 
on our past possession. More and more do I 
feel in this world of time, where all must be 
fleeting, that to have had a precious gift for a 
portion of our own transient life, is an unchange- 
able boon : its savour remains. 



I BELIEVE that Christians as tihey advance learn 
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more and more that " Christ is all." How they 
learn this is a large subject: the storm, the 
darkness, the gleam, the shadow, all conspire 
to teach it. 



It is the love of God in Christ that makes it 
such sure love : death and life have no power 
over it, for He is the Prince of life, and has 
overcome death, so neither can separate from 
this love. 

Individuals known and loved are, to my mind, 
as master-keys to much knowledge. 



**^ 




LONDON : 
WILLIAM HUNT AND COMPANY. 



